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Passionists’ Ordinations to the Diaconate. 

Later this month, Holy Cross Chapel, Templestowe will be the venue for a very special occasion – or should 

we say: ‘a special and most unusual occasion’! 

On Saturday, November 21st, three of the current residents of the Holy Cross Monastery will be ordained 

Deacons:  Brother Erick Niyiragia CP 

Brother Thomas Nguyen Nhu Thanh CP 

Brother Peter Hoang Chinh Truc CP 

The Ordaining Prelate for this important occasion will be: 

the Most Reverend Vincent Nguyen Van Long DD 

and present will be the Passionist Provincial of the Holy Spirit 

Province Very Reverend Fr Tom McDonough CP and the man 

who was a foundation member of the Vietnam mission and is still 

devoting his energies there, Fr Jeff Foale CP 

Many years have passed since we have had the joy of having 

THREE Passionists Ordained on the one day. Please God, next 

year these three young men will be ordained Passionist Priests. 

The most recent ordination to the Passionist Priesthood in our 

Province of the Holy Spirit was John Auram CP on 6th February 

2010, and prior to that, we go back to 21st September 2002 when 

Brendan Connell CP was ordained to the Priesthood. (As one may 

say in the Aussie vernacular – ‘it’s been a long time between 

drinks’.) 

Earlier in the year, on the evening of Friday, January 30th, the Holy 

Cross Chapel was ‘packed to the rafters’ for the Rite of Permanent 

Profession of Brother Erick Niyiragira CP. This too was a 

momentous occasion, and those who were there, witnessed a most 

moving experience as Br Erick  with head bowed, slowly processed 

throughout the Chapel, every aisle, carrying a cross, a crown of 

thorns on his head, while the Hymn ‘Mors Christi’ was played. 

Since that evening last January, many people who come to Holy 

Cross to worship have asked ‘why is it that Erick is not 

celebrating Mass?’  With Erick’s forthcoming diaconate ordination, 

this question is likely to be asked again, so, we invited Fr Brian 

Traynor CP    (Province Formation Co-ordinator) to explain:  

‘what is the role of a Deacon?’ 

(See next column.) 

The role of a deacon: 
 

When Erick made his final profession as a Passionist 
earlier this year, some people asked, “Why isn't Erick 
celebrating Mass now?” For many who attended, this 
was the first profession of vows they had witnessed, and 
it was not clear to them what the ceremony meant. 
 

Today in the Church there are permanent deacons, 
some of whom are married. A deacon is a cleric whose 
principle roles are preaching, teaching, baptising, 
marrying, burying, taking communion to the sick and 
assisting at the Eucharist. Deacons can give blessings, 
expose the Eucharist and impart a blessing with the 
monstrance. 
 

Diocesan candidates for the priesthood undertake their 
formation at a diocesan seminary and are ordained 
deacons before being ordained priests. Those who 
belong to a religious congregation such as the 
Passionists, undertake a twelve month novitiate after 
which they take vows for three years. At the completion 
of those three years they ‘make’ final (for life) profession. 
Some of these men may be Brothers like Brother 
Jerome, and they have a different vocation from the 
clerical students who continue their studies before being 
ordained deacon and then priest. 
 

It is a requirement that before being ordained a priest, a 
candidate must have served at least six months as a 
deacon. Manuel, who is here at Holy Cross from Mexico 
undertaking English studies is already a deacon.  
 

During their diaconate they will exercise their 
sacramental ministry wearing a stole over their left 
shoulder. They will be involved in pastoral ministry within 
or attached to a parish.  
 
Erick will be on the parish team at Marrickville. Sydney. 
Thanh and Truc will serve among the poor in Saigon – 
Fr Brian CP. 



Vindolana – from our foreign correspondent Fr Denis Travers CP. 

"What have the Romans ever done for us?" This question, asked as part of the script of Monty Python's Movie "Life of 
Brian', is a classic line for those who enjoy the genre of slightly 'off centre' comedy. The questioner anticipates receiving 
the answer "Nothing!", but in fact his question prompts a plethora of responses from his audience with each speaker adding 
to an increasingly large list of achievements ...'sewerage, heated baths, public order, roads, postal system' etc... 
 
After a recent visit to the Roman fort town of Vindolana (a base camp and township) situated along Hadrian's Wall on the 
northern border of 'Roman Britain", I think I too could add to the list! 
 
Vindolana, or more particularly its ruins, reveals much to us about the life of the Romans in Britain and witness both to the 
hardships they endured and to the benefits they received. The town was located at this northernmost edge of the Empire 
and comprised a fortified area (the army camp itself) and a township (where the soldiers' families lived). If a Legion was 
suddenly transferred then the family members had to give up their town house as well and move on with the soldiers.  
 
One of the reasons the township and its museum is significant to archaeologists today is that many of the discarded items 
of daily use were simply thrown into the various ditches surrounding the town - ditches that in turn were covered in mud 
and soil over the years. This created an excellent environment for the almost compete preservation of wooden writing 
tablets, leather goods, pottery, perfume bottles, shoes, jewellery, household goods and some clothes.  
 
In particular, the writing tablets (made of very fine wood) are of immense value as they record events, military orders, 
personal diaries, invitations to parties and official events, letters sent and received - all hand written by Roman men and 
women of 1st and 2nd century. The detail and range of recorded events is phenomenal and is perhaps one of the most 
complete records of Roman day to day life ever found. Another feature of the camp that is revealed from the forty years of 
excavations (with an estimated twenty years still required to unearth all the treasures) is that the names of the various units 
that served there are all noted. We learn too that the Roman army in Britain was comprised of men from other parts of the 
Empire. It seems that Rome never recruited into its army at the local level - they 
simply conscripted men from defeated enemies (or rebellious zones) into their army 
and then sent them on duty to far flung parts of the Empire. Thus in Britain, the 
legions may have been comprised of men from areas like modern day Spain or 
France. These men - albeit unwilling soldiers of Rome - couldn't get home even if 
they tried, so they simply settled down to life as a Roman army conscript.  
 
Excavation of the township also reveals that the Roman transport and distribution system was certainly effective in its day 
- goods found in the township reveal pottery, household goods, clothing and other items imported from as far away as the 
middle east and middle Europe - and all these 'luxuries' available to the townsfolk at this one of the furthest points of the 
Empire! 
 
Of course frontier life was boring at times and not so surprisingly we learn that gambling and drinking were favourite 
pastimes! But amazingly, as the museum information sheets tell us, we learn that these people were not so different from 
our society - they lived in a multi-faith township, enjoyed a wide-ranging social calendar, liked to party, decorated their 
houses with murals, fine pottery and imported exotic goods and at the personal level enjoyed dressing in fine clothing and 
wearing good shoes. 
 
Of course, the camp and town were located along Hadrian's Wall and served as one of the many garrisons along its 
117.5 km length. The wall itself seems subject to conjecture as to whether it was a purely defensive barrier; indeed modern 
opinion is that it may have been only partly built for defensive purposes and was in fact, more of a 'demarcation' boundary 
with various gates (or entry points) so as to control the movement of goods (and tax them!) to and from Roman Britain to 
Scotland (which was never conquered by Rome). 
 
The Wall and Roman Fort-town are just 30 minutes from our Passionist Retreat House of Minsteracres in County Durham 
(near Newcastle). I was able to visit the museum and township of Vindolana on our free afternoon during the recent seminar 
on our spirituality that was conducted there.  
 

Till next time,  
Your foreign correspondent,  
 

Denis CP. 
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Report on the Synod on the Family – from John Kleinsman in ROME. 
 

The October Newsletter included a message from Passionist Provincial, Fr Tom McDonough CP, 
advising that: 
 “John Kleinsman of New Zealand has been chosen by the Holy Father, Pope Francis, as a nominated expert (Auditor) 

to attend the Synod on the Family. 

John and Kerry and their family have been significant members of our Passionist Family Groups in New Zealand; John 

has been a member for almost 15 years of our Province Formation Commission and President of the New Zealand 

Nathaniel Centre for Bio-Ethics.   It is a great honour for John and fantastic news for us, his Passionist family.” 

 

As the Synod drew to a close a few days ago, John took time to update us on events in Rome: 
 

“As I write this reflection we are heading into the final days of the Synod on the Family, ever closer to voting by the Bishops 

on the final text to be presented to Pope Francis. By the time this piece goes to print there will have been no shortage of 

opinions on the document and the success of the Synod. 

Pope Francis, in his address to those gathered for the 50th anniversary of the first Synod of Bishops (which coincidentally 

occurred last week) has described Synodal  gatherings as “one of the most precious legacies of the Second Council.” The 

word ‘synod’ comes originally from two Greek words – sun meaning ‘together’ and hodos meaning ‘way’. It signifies, 

literally, ‘journeying together’ and that sums up what the experience has been for me – a journey with other lay people, 

Bishops, Cardinals and, of course, Pope Francis himself; a journey in which we have brought together the different 

experiences of our vocations (married, single and celibate) our different cultural backgrounds (African, Asian, American, 

European and Pacific), our different political histories (oppressive totalitarian, democratic), different religious contexts 

(predominantly Christian vs predominantly secular or Muslim or Hindi) as well as different theological backgrounds. 

The spirit of the Synod on the Family was set early on by Pope Francis who stated that he wanted the gathering to be a 

place of respectful, frank and honest sharing that was borne out of prayerful discernment. And that is exactly what has 

happened – a range of opinions and concerns have been articulated in the three minute interventions made by each of the 

270 Bishops present as well as the lay auditors and representatives of the religious congregations and fraternal delegates 

from other Churches (Anglican, Orthodox etc.) and in the thirteen small groups (determined by one’s language) which have 

met for a total of six days. 

The hot-button issues which have been reported on in the press will obviously be scrutinised closely when the final 

document is released, these being: (i) the pastoral care of those who are divorced and remarried without an annulment 

and the question of their possible readmission to the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist; (ii) the pastoral 

accompaniment of homosexual persons and their families and (iii) the question of responsible parenthood. One of the 

themes linking these three issues is an understanding of how conscience works and its role in personal decision making. 

With the document yet to be approved and released, it is too early to say what the recommendations will be. Yet, it would 

be a mistake to judge the success or failure of the Synod simply by these issues. As important as they are, there will be 

much to reflect on for the Church as a whole, families especially. 

As a member of the wider Passionist Family who has been involved in Family Groups for the last 23 years, the importance 

of ‘accompaniment’ is one of the key themes discussed extensively: accompaniment of couples for marriage preparation; 

accompaniment of couples in the early years of marriage; accompaniment of young families; accompaniment of the elderly; 

accompaniment of families in difficulties and accompaniment of couples who are in painful or “irregular” situations. Even if 

I had been tempted to think that the model of Passionist Family Groups was perhaps outdated (and I haven’t), one of the 

clearest messages of the Synod for me is the importance of this sort of structure for the future vocation and mission of the 

Church.  

Passionist Family Groups epitomise the vocation and mission of the Church in the World because we are “a family for all” 

and because our ethos is all about accompaniment and tenderness and inclusion. I have no doubt that there will be 

resonances of the vision of Family Groups in significant sections of the final document when it is released by Pope Francis. 

From my back row in the meeting hall, the Synod on the Family could just as easily have been called the Synod on Family 

Groups. 

John Kleinsman 

Rome 

24 October 2015 



End-of-the-Month  

Passionist-Family Mass  

November 29th, 10.30am 

Celebrant:  

       Fr Kevin Hennessy CP 

on the 40th anniversary of his Ordination. 
 Followed by an Invitation to Lunch (see below)  

1st Sunday in Advent 

“There will be signs … upon the earth, distress of nations 

… they will see the Son of Man coming … lift up your 

heads, because your redemption is at hand.” LUKE 21. 

    INVITATION 
You are cordially invited to join our 

Passionist Family for the final end-of-the-

month Mass and celebration on 

November 29th   AND  to  stay  for lunch.  

Meat, Salads and superb panini rolls, 

provided by the St Gabriele’s Committee  

 -  cost only $25.       BYO drinks & chair. 

Please come and celebrate the day with our friends and yours  

–  bring your friends and make up your own table, make some 

new friends – and above all, have a great day! 

 Passionists’ Birthdays: 
19th November:  Fr Chris MithenCP (Endeavour Hills) 

25th November:    Br  Ed  Braden CP  (Hobart)  

27th November:   Fr David King CP    (Oxley). 
 

Passionists’ Anniversaries: 
15th Nov. Fr Dunstan Mellors CP (Profession 1940) 

17th Nov. Fr Gary Perritt CP (Ordination 1990) 

20th Nov Fr Jim Elmore CP (Passionist Profession 1990) 

24th Nov. Fr Brian Traynor CP (Ordination 1973) 

26th Nov. Bro Mark Wells CP (Profession 1960) 

28th Nov. Fr Joachim Rego CP (Ordination 1981) 

29th Nov. Fr Kevin Hennessy CP (Ordination 1975) 
 

NOTE: The November Newsletter usually includes Birthdays 

and Anniversaries for December; this has been the case in the 

past because there is no December ‘end-of-the-month-Mass’ to 

advertise, this being the Genesis and Raison d’etre  of the Holy 

Cross Newsletter. However, there is a ‘lot happening’ in our 

Province at this time; so, there will be a December Newsletter 

for the first time, 
 

November 1st – All Saints Day. 
November 2nd – All Souls Day. 
 

November on the Church Calendar is devoted to the Holy Souls 
and at the 10.30 Mass at Holy Cross on Sunday November 8th 
the celebration of the Eucharist will include a memorial to our 
deceased friends and relatives associated with Holy Cross.  

Tuesday Community Mass   8.30am -   

Final Community Mass for 2015:  

Tuesday 15th December 

Sunday Concert – great Success. 
 

Last month’s Newsletter advertised a Concert at Holy 
Cross with Popular Opera, Songs from the Musicals, 
50s/60s Rock & Roll to raise funds to support two 
Passionists Centres for the disabled, particularly 
children, namely St Gemma Care Centre ( Senta Bilong 
Helpim) PNG and Francis Shelter – Vietnam. 
 

The Concert proved to be a great success. Lorena 
Stipani, Soprano, thrilled the audience with some songs 
from Opera and popular Musicals; Peter Cahill provided 
the 50’s & 60’s rock n’ roll songs (he sounded like ELVIS), 
with musical and vocal backing by Stan Azzopardi.  
 

Many thanks to all performers, Lorena, Peter and Stan.  
And a big thank you to everyone who attended and 
helped to raise a really amazing amount:   $7,970.00  – 
An outstanding result. 
 

Finally, a special thank-you to Joan O’ Callaghan, Lorena 
Stipani and Peter Cahill for all their efforts in organising 
this event that provided such enjoyable entertainment 
for all; and extra thanks to Peter Cahill - not only did he 
perform his rock n’ roll on the day, but he also produced, 
AT HIS OWN COST, a CD of his popular music that he 
made available for a donation of $20.00.  Sales of the CD 
contributed to the total funds raised for: St. Gemma 
Care Centre (Senter Bilong Helpim) in PNG and Francis 
Shelter (Orphanage) in Vietnam.   
 

These funds will help the Centres to reach their goal of 
becoming self-sustaining, not dependant on charity, 
while helping to support the local, indigenous people, 
particularly disabled children. 
(NOTE: Copies of Peter’s great CD are still available at 
Holy Cross - proceeds to the above mentioned Centres). 

‘Come Away’ Retreat Day: 
 

 Tuesday NOVEMBER 24th            
9.30am to 2.45pm 

 (Final Come-Away for 2015) 
 

 

Advent Day Retreat for Ladies 
5th December … 10am to 3.30pm 

 

Facilitated by Kristine Thompson & Brigid CP  
Phone Maree 9846 6014 or Sr Brigid 0400 869 044 for 

further information or to make a booking. 
 

The Fastest Passionist in the world? 
 

On Sunday October 18th, the Annual Melbourne Marathon 

was run with 3500 participants. OK, but this year,  

a PASSIONIST competed. But who? None other than our own 

Brother Erick CP.  

To paraphrase a well-known expression: "The most 

important thing is not to win but to take part” but our  

Br Erick CP did not just ‘take part’, he finished 11th  

out of 3500 – Amazing!  And, he came 3rd in the 

Victorian representative category for which he received 

a MEDAL. CONGRATULATIONS ERICK.  


